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Can you find your place in the story? 

To consider the life of Christ from beginning to end is to embark on a journey that not only involves each of us but exposes each of 
us. As we move through Advent toward Christmas, we are called upon to see ourselves in the narrative of Jesus’ birth. In Joseph’s 
shoes, would we have responded like Joseph did? In Mary’s predicament, would we have participated as Mary did? What of the 
wise men, Herod, the shepherds or Simeon? Can you find your place in the story? Too much is missed when we fail to identify our 
place in the story. Failing to make a connection that is personal, we invariably end up just trying to listen to a story about others 
that really cannot hold our interest. Oh, as Christians we try to act excited because we know it is expected, but trying to act excited 
when you aren’t, opens the door to all kinds of destructive thoughts and habits like cynicism, skepticism, complacency, boredom, 
devaluing what is of utmost value, missing an opportunity to grow and rejecting a gift that is sent for your rescue. What follows all 
of these is too often depression. This is why Christmas is so often a depressing time for so many. A time when the main job can be 
trying to hide or disguise depression. There is a better way. Find your place in the story. The tale of the birth of Jesus is not just 
about what happened long ago. It is also a story that involves each of us. Sometimes I see myself in the shepherd’s fear or Joseph’s 
struggles to process the meaning of being part of what God is up to. Occasionally I feel like a donkey (or maybe more specifically 
the donkey’s rear) who is present but really only wants to eat and sleep. Whatever character I land on, the process inevitably in-
volves my soul being sifted as wheat as I face afresh questions like, what does Jesus mean to me? My place in the story of the birth 
of Christ, according to my own thoughts, is occasionally heroic but often bumbling as I seek to make sense of something that is 
hard to fathom. What do we know of such things as the virgin birth? Perhaps instead of shying away from the miraculous work of 
God, He means for us to find our places in the story. After all, Jesus’ birth is intimately about you. It involves you. It affects you. It is 
because of the choices you have made and it connects you with a choice God has made to come to your rescue. I suspect that 
there is yet some truth to discover about yourself. Maybe this truth can only be discovered as you find your place in the story of 
Jesus’ birth. Could it be that the greatest gift of all this Christmas will be discovering that what you have been searching for has 
been there all along? Advent is a great season in the life of the church. At Mt. Hebron we will have meals and service. We will have 
three services on Christmas Eve and Advent readings throughout. We will decorate the sanctuary and sing the songs. We will pray 
and praise. We will wish each other Merry Christmas and visit each other. It will be a time of great celebration! But we must not 
forget what we are celebrating. If you are serious about not forgetting the “what,” you must find your place in the story. Only from 
there can you truly see the events unfolding in a way that is personal. It is kind of like falling in love. When we fall in love, it doesn't 
really matter where we are or what we are doing as long as we are connected to the object of our love. May this Christmas find 
you falling in love all over again with Christ. Or maybe for the first time…                                           Rev. Dr. Gerald Watford  

Glory is the description of the presence of God.  It is often defined as light, brilliance, brightness, or more subtly, 

as the manifestation or nearness of God.  In any and all of its forms, the glory of God is awe-inspiring, over-

whelming, and beyond words.  Nevertheless, God’s people ‘upon whom His light has shone’ have longed for and 

worshiped in the presence of that glory  throughout the ages.  The Scriptures for the Advent season will provide 

us an opportunity to be exposed to God’s glory in a new way and to offer up praise that is worthy of His glory 

revealed around us, for us, and in us. 



 

 

Served Many, Loved All 
Jeter, or Goliath as you would 
know him, came into my life on 
May 1, 2012, when he was two 
and a half years old.  Although I 
never really thought about it, 
he also entered the ministry at 
that time as well.  He immedi-
ately became involved with Cub 
Scouts at Saxe Gotha Presbyter-
ian Church, where my young-
est, Nicholas was attending, 

and became their Den’s unofficial mascot for the next 
three years.  Then, when I got involved with our Troop 
331, he came right along with me, to troop meetings and 
campouts.  He loved the kids and they reciprocated. 

When I started to be involved with other missions at Mt. 
Hebron, he was right there, feeding the homeless, mak-
ing repairs at Rocky Bottom, rebuilding homes in Florida.  
He saw himself as chief of security. 

It wasn’t until his health began to fail earlier this year 
that I realized how much he meant to the Mt. Hebron 
community and how much a part of the ministries he had 
become.  When he left us on October 30, I knew the loss 
I felt, but the outpouring of love I received from the Mt. 
Hebron community showed me that I was not alone in 
my grief.  The numerous conversations I have had with 
so many of you since that day has shown me not only 
how loving and caring the Mt. Hebron family is, but also 
how much a part of the ministries of Mt. Hebron Jeter 
has been over these past seven and a half years.    

It is too early for me to think about another guide dog, 
but when that time does come, I hope that you will love 
and cherish him or her as much as you have Jeter.  Thank 
you so much for allowing Jeter (Goliath) to be a part of 
your ministries. 

Ladies Night Out 
The UMM will be sponsoring its annual Ladies Night 

Out on Friday, December 6th, at 6:30pm in the Family 

Life Center.  The meal will include a 10 oz. ribeye 

steak, baked potato, salad, dessert, iced tea and cof-

fee.  The cost is $10.00/person.  Each couple is asked 

to bring a non-gag wrapped gift to be auctioned follow-

ing the meal for the benefit of Oliver Gospel Mission. 

The UMM will match any monies raised by the auction. 

Tickets may be purchased from John Miller, John Kel-

ley, James Day, Jim New or the church office no later 

than Tuesday, December 3rd. 
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2 Whose Birthday Is It, Anyway? 
Each year we say to one another, “Christmas is getting 

too commercialized.” The season of JOY is for many a 

time of anxiety or sadness. Unrealistic expectations of 

family and friends and the pressure we put on our-

selves often obscure what Advent and Christmas are 

really about. 

The Clyde Hendrix Circle gives you the opportunity 

again this year to participate in the ALTERNATIVE 

CHRISTMAS GIFT PROJECT. We have chosen five 

deserving outreach ministries to receive donations in 

HONOR OF or IN MEMORY OF special persons in 

your life. No rush to shop; no packages to wrap; a re-

membrance surely appreciated by those who receive 

the card you send, letting them know of your donation. 

You’ll be helping others in ways you can only imagine. 

Ministries Chosen for 2019: Lighthouse for Life, Alston 

Wilkes Society, Free Medical Clinic, Killingsworth, 

UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) des-

ignated for the Bahamas . 

Mark Sundays, December 1, 8, or 15. Members will be 

in the New Life Gathering Area before and after Sun-

day School and all Worship Services to help you par-

ticipate. More information will be available. 

Thank You 
Thank you from the Counseling Service 

As 2019 nears its close we would like to thank everyone 

who has contributed to the success of our 39th year 

working with individuals, couples and families.  Many 

of you have kept the Counseling Service in your pray-

ers, have supported our mission by serving on our 

counseling service committee and been vigilant with 

your gifts.  We would like to publicly thank the follow-

ing individuals and groups for their regular support: 

Rev. & Mrs. Kenneth Barwick, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Bru-

orton, Dr. & Mrs. Ray Diamond, Mr. & Mrs. Louis Mid-

dleton, Jr., Mr & Mrs. Christopher Perry, Mr. & Mrs. 

Howard Victry and Mr. & Mrs. John Wilson, Clyde 

Hendrix Circle, Minnie Shull Circle and Heralds for 

Christ Sunday School Class. We are so appreciative of 

your support! - Donna Jones, Director of Mt Hebron 

Counseling Service 

Thank you from the Ethel Senn family 

The Ethel Senn family appreciates the love and support 

shown during her illness and funeral.  Whether 

through prayers, cards, food, or personal contacts, we 

have been comforted by all the expressions of sympa-

thy received.  



 

 

Thank You 
We would like to say a special thank you to the Church 
for supporting our gift card sales. We earned a little 
over $1,000.  We could not have done that without 
your help! 
We would also would like to thank our special Sunday 
Night Youth speakers for the month of November!! 
Charlie Gee, Nicolas Day and ID and Mary Hook, did an 
amazing job of teaching our youth. Our youth have 
been blessed. 

Date  Early Nursery Early Wee Worship Children’s Hall Greeter Late Nursery 
1-Dec MacKenzie Hafer Mackenzie O'Connor    Bob Cline 

8-Dec Beth Warren and Jenny Gallo Kennedy Poole Tyler Gallo Matt and Jenny Patterson 

15-Dec Rachel O'Dell Shannon and Kent Parsons Geania Kearney  

22-Dec Jason and Carrie Myers Mackenzie O'Connor  Nicole Donaghy  Aubrey Ellisor 

29-Dec MacKenzie Hafer Kennedy Poole Robert Aull Lauren Tolcher 

Dec 1—Beginning of Advent 

Dec 4—Choir and Happy Birthday Jesus! party 

Dec 8— Preschool and Children’s Choirs  

sing during 9am service 

Junior Choir sings during 11:15am service 

Dec 11—Christmas Caroling from 6pm-7:30pm 

January 15—choir and Bible time resumes 

Children’s Wing Caregivers 

Hebron Day School Happenings 
We have been busy learning “It’s About Jesus”, at 

Hebron Day.  We have been teaching the chil-

dren about the birth of our Savior, how much God 

loves us, and about loving one another. 

The day school was able to donate 22 shoe boxes 

to “Operation Christmas Child”.  The kids learned 

how important it is to help others and about the 

gift of giving. 

We celebrated Thanksgiving with our HDS families 

November 26.  Each class donated nonperishable 

items that were delivered to the GoForth mission 

house.  

We will be having our Christmas musicals on Dec 

10 and 11.  We would like to invite you to come 

enjoy our program, Happy Birthday Jesus.  The 4’s 

and 5’s will perform on Dec 10 and our 2’s and 3’s 

will perform on Dec 11.  Both presentations will be 

at 9:30.   

The day school will have our “Happy Birthday Je-

sus” school wide party, on Dec 17.  

We will be out for Christmas Break Dec 19-Jan7.  

We would like to wish everyone a Merry CHRIST-

mas and a Happy New Year!  

December Calendar 
8 - 4pm  Ski fitting 5:30pm Tacky 
Christmas party 
11 - Youth will go Caroling with  
Children's Ministry 
15 - Lights Before Christmas at the Zoo  
(Please note, the youth will not be going to the  
Presbyterian home on Dec 4) 
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An Acolyte Celebration!  
Mark your calendars and join the celebration on Sun-
day,  January 5, 2020 at 3p.m. This event is to honor our 
members who have served our church as an acolyte and to 
offer the opportunity to share more information for anyone 
interested in serving the church as an acolyte. Please join us 
for some goodies and fellowship! 

For more information or to RSVP, please contact Melisa 
O'Connor melisaoconnor70@gmail.com or 313-515-1300. 
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